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peace, freedom, and stability in South Asia.
In addition, it would help to prevent another
war between India and Pakistan.

India has murdered over 250,000 Sikh since
1984, more than 75,000 Kashmiri Muslims
since 1988, over 200,000 Christians in
Nagaland since 1947, and tens of thousands of
Dalits, Tamils, Manipuris, Assamese, and
others. It has admitted to holding over 52,000
Sikh political prisoners without charge or
trial. Recently in Kashmir, Muslim and Sikh
villagers caught a group of Indian soldiers
trying to burn down a Gudwara and over-
powered them. Is this the way of ‘‘the
world’s’’ largest democracy’’? Add to this the
fact that India started the nuclear arms race
in South Asia with their nuclear tests. India
is a destabilizing and repressive country
seeking hegemony in the subcontinent.

President Musharraf, I urge you to support
the freedom movements in Kashmir,
Khalistan, Nagaland, and all the other na-
tions seeking their freedom from India. I
urge you to press the Indian government on
this issue and urge them to hold a free and
fair plebiscite on the question of independ-
ence, monitored by the international com-
munity. This would go a long way towards
establishing stability, peace, and freedom in
South Asia.

Sincerely
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,

President,
Council of Khalistan.
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, certainly one of
the milestone events in the history of our na-
tion was the adoption of the Constitution by a
convention of the states in 1787. But another
significant event in our history took place that
year. Congress, operating under the governing
document known as the Articles of Confed-
eration, approved a plan for the growth of the
Untied States known as the Northwest Ordi-
nance.

I call these facts to mind, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause the Northwest Ordinance spelled out to
the world that the United States planned to
settle the areas that would eventually become
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and my own
state of Michigan.

Despite this early commitment by the young
nation to expand, settlement came late to
many of these areas. In my congressional dis-
trict the Village of Vanderbilt is celebrating its
centennial, making it a young community even
by the standards of this young nation. The
community plans to mark its celebration with
three days of festivities at the end of July.

Communities like Vanderbilt sprang into
being when railroads pushed north into the
vast timberlands of the upper Midwest. Van-
derbilt itself is named for Cornelius Vander-
bilt—famously known as Commodore Vander-
bilt—who in 1866 took over the railroad that
runs through this small village, located near
the northern end of Lower Michigan.

The efforts of Commodore Vanderbilt to
build for himself a sprawling rail empire are
the stuff of American legend, the legendary ty-
coon did not visit all his holdings. As Vander-
bilt local historian Bonnie Karslake has written,

‘‘None of the Vanderbilts ever lived in northern
Michigan, even though the town as named for
them.

Bonnie Karslake’s history details the arrival
of the first permanent settlers and the devel-
opment of the first local businesses around
1880. Such business activity, like the Vander-
bilt Bowl Factory under the proprietorship of
G.G. Williams, were based on forest products.
As Bonnie’s history makes clear, however, a
village truly becomes a community when other
businesses and services arrive, such as the
Vanderbilt Gazette in 1883 and the Corwith
Township Library in 1884.

Within a decade of 1879 the community ac-
quired three hotels, a two-story school, three
sawmills, a planing and shingle mill, a stave
mill, and a store and post office. Among other
professionals and tradesmen, it had a taxi-
dermist, a shoemaker, a constable, a milliner,
a barber, a liquor dealer, a druggist, black-
smiths, wagon makers and two justices of the
peace. Though not yet incorporated as the Vil-
lage of Vanderbilt, by 1887 a community had
sprung to life in the North Woods, much as
the writers of the Northwest Ordinance had
envisioned 100 years before.

Elizabeth Haus, village president, has said
that residents have planned ‘‘an old-time cele-
bration’’ to mark the milestone 100 years. In
addition to celebrating the centennial of
Vanderbilt’s incorporation, the community will
also mark the 100th birthday of the Vanderbilt
Community Church building, one of the cen-
ters of community life.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my House
colleagues join me in wishing the people of
Vanderbilt a joyous centennial celebration and
in praying the community can thrive and con-
tinue to be a great place to live, work and
raise families.
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Edward and Sallie McClain of
Charleston, South Carolina, who have been
chosen as the South Carolina Parents of the
Year for 2001. Reverend and Mrs. McClain
will be honored on July 25, 2001 with this
prestigious award at the seventh annual Con-
gressional Parents’ Day Celebration cospon-
sored by The American Family Coalition and
The Washington Times Foundation.

Reverend and Mrs. McClain have been mar-
ried for 42 years. They have nine children,
twenty grandchildren, and two great-grand-
children. All of their children load successful
lives, ranging from personnel directors and
electrical engineers to Olympian basketball
players and college students. I have no doubt
their success is due in strong part to the self-
less and unconditional love bestowed upon
them by their parents and passed on to their
children.

In addition to this complete and absolute de-
votion to their family, Reverend and Mrs.
McClain continually extend their hearts to the
Charleston community. Reverend McClain, a
former educator and minister of Calvary Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church, serves on

the local school board. Reverend McClain is
also one of the founders of the Interdenomina-
tional Ministerial Alliance, in which Mrs.
McClain plays an integral role as well. Rev-
erend and Mrs. McClain began a soup kitchen
that has operated for 17 years. They hold spe-
cial church services every year to honor the
young people in their church who have
achieved academic excellence, and have been
leaders in a highly effective program against
drug dealing in their neighborhood. These ex-
amples are only a fraction of the contributions
Reverend and Mrs. McClain have made to the
Charleston community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues
to join me in recognizing Edward and Sallie
McClain. The distinguished couple has contin-
ually put their children, their church, and their
community before their own needs. Reverend
and Mrs. McClain are examples of passionate
parental role models in an age when such
models are becoming both more rare and
more crucial.
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Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, I had the oppor-
tunity this last April to travel around my home
state of South Dakota and visit just a few of
the hard-working local charities that would
benefit from the Community Solutions Act,
H.R. 7. 1 am continually amazed by the kind
hearts of the neighborhood saints who work
and volunteer at these organizations. Day in
and day out these folks serve the poor, the
weak, and the victimized.

I have also been witness to the bureaucratic
processes of the welfare state. The question
that seems to always work its way into my
head is, ‘‘why is there such a visible difference
between our government services and local
organizations?’’

First of all, local charities and organizations
are efficient. Money is almost always scarce in
this line of work, so they must learn to stretch
every penny they receive.

Secondly, local charities and organizations
are exactly that . . . local. Folks here in
Washington can devise a system to deal with
the National Substance Abuse Problem, but
what works in Canton, South Dakota? I have
a feeling those who have lived there know the
unique local factors that contribute to sub-
stance abuse and can make a difference in
people’s lives.

Thirdly, local charities and organizations are
compassionate. A deep sense of calling can
be the only reason why the armies of compas-
sion continue to serve. Their calling shows
itself in the care that is shown.

Because of what I have seen and heard
from those who work and volunteer at these
local organizations, I am convinced that we
must take every opportunity we can to support
them. And by passing H.R. 7 today, we’ll be
one step closer to achieving that goal.
Through the expanded tax deductions, incen-
tive would be put in place for individuals to
give to the charitable groups they deem wor-
thy of their hard-earned income. Any increase
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